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Guest  Editorial 

Reporting  on  New  Policies  and 
Changes  in  Subscription  Rates 

by  David  Wilson,  Clerk,  Friends  Bulletin  Committee 

Consider  the  flying  spiders  of  autumn!  These  tiny 
arachnids  riding  the  breeze,  lifted  on  gossamer  spun 
out  of  their  guts,  are  an  emblem  of  Friends  Bulletin. 

The  editor,  the  contributors,  and  the  Bulletin 
Committee  work  to  spin  out  what  threads  we  can: 
the  new  policy  of  accepting  advertising,  the  special 
direct  mail  appeal  to  “Friends  of  Friends  Bulletin,”  and 
the  appeals  to  Yearly  Meetings  for  increased  subsidies. 
These  bids  for  additional  support  have  been  answered 
generously  by  Friends  this  past  year,  helping  to  reduce 
our  operating  deficit. 

Our  new  policy  of  accepting  ads  brought  in  $996 
during  fiscal  year  1988-89,  and  gave  Friends  Bulletin  a 
lift.  The  direct  mail  appeal  for  gifts  brought  us 
$3,231.50.  We  asked  for  and  were  given  a $500 
increase  in  subsidy  from  PYM  for  1989-90.  North 
Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  raised  their  subsidy  by  $350, 
Inter-Mountain  by  $300.  We  appreciate  all  this 
support.  Yet  Friends  Bulletin  has  had  increases  in 
production  and  insurance  costs  that  exceed  our 
budget  still  and  will  be  hit  by  postal  rate  rises  in  1990 
and,  probably,  1991.  We,  therefore,  need  to  raise  the 
subscription  rate  (it  has  not  gone  up  for  three  years) 
and  repeat  our  direct  mail  appeal.  The  new  group  rate 
for  those  subscribing  through  Meetings  must  now  be 
$16.00  with  individual  subscriptions  increasing  to 
$18.00. 

All  these  measures  should  insure  that  Friends 
Bulletin  will  be  able  to  continue  to  recue  its  deficit  and 
the  editor  will  less  ffquently  have  to  subsidize 
production  out  of  her  own  salary,  a desperate  sort  of 
stopgap  we  on  the  Committee  want  to  ensure  does 
not  occur  again. 

But  all  this  economics  of  energy  invested  by  those 
who  launch  Friends  Bulletin  and  all  the  money  con- 
tributed directly  and  indirectly  by  subscribers, 
Meetings  and  Yearly  Meetings,  “Friends  of  Friends 
Bulletin,”  and  advertisers,  must  not  obscure  the  more 

(Continued  on  page  52) 


Printed  by  Inkworks  Press,  Berkeley,  CA 


FRIENDS  BULLETIN 


NOVEMBER  1989  — PAGE  47 


Let’s  Be  Friends 

by  Jack  Willcuts,  Quaker  Minister , Redwood 
Friends  Church,  Portland,  OR 

Prominent  in  my  mind  at  this  moment  is  the 
statement,  “When  three  Quakers  are  together,  one 
finds  at  least  four  points  of  view.”  This  brings 
considerable  humility  and  apprehension. 

Paradoxically,  while  recognizing  that  diversity  in 
Quakerism  is  nothing  new  (as  “Publishers  of  Truth,” 
Friends  have  historically  written  much,  from  George 
Fox’s  pamphlets  and  epistles  to  the  present  plethora  of 
publications),  so  our  divisions  are  also  “writ  plain”  for 
all  to  review  and  ponder.  From  other  historical 
perspectives  also,  there  are  formative  events  and 
personalities,  values,  concerns,  and  common  experi- 
ences which  have  given  us  all  a sense  a being  within  a 
Quaker  identity.  In  my  visits  among  Friends  in 
eighteen  different  Yearly  Meetings  internationally,  I 
have  found  it  quite  difficult  to  tell  Friends  apart 
whenever  we  get  together.  It  is  when  we  stand  aloof 
and  apart  that  we  seem  small  and  different.  The 
similarities  are  often  more  noticeable  than  the 
differences. 

William  Penn  said  of  George  Fox  that  he  was  “no 
man’s  copy.”  That  recognition  and  respect  for 
individual  uniqueness  still  characterizes  our  Society. 
At  the  same  time,  that  the  profile  of  global  Quakerism 
reported  by  Friends  World  Committee  for  Consulta- 
tion to  number  presently  nearly  300,000  with  less 
than  half  of  the  Friends  speaking  English  as  their  first 
language,  there  still  is  found  a distinguishable 
common  core  character  and  outlook. 

This  was  evident  just  a few  days  ago  as  I met  in  the 
Old  Jordan  Meeting  House,  just  outside  of  London, 
with  the  Planning  Committee  for  the  next  Friends 
World  Conferences  anticipated  for  the  summer  of 
1991.  There  was  found  among  representatives  from 
Kenya,  Latin  America,  Australia,  Taiwan,  the 
Netherlands,  Ireland,  England,  Canada  and  the 
United  States,  a sense  of  belonging  and  commonality 
bonding  us  all  together. 

One  contemporary  Friend  observes  that  “early 
Friends”  had  an  advantage  over  us  since  they  did  not 
have  any  “earlier  Friends”  whose  creativity  and 


Jack  Willcuts,  Northwest  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends  Church 
and  Lind  Coop , Clerk  of  Southwest  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends 
Church.  Photo  by  David  Noble 


effectiveness  they  felt  constrained  to  emulate. 

Perhaps  those  now  new  to  the  Society  of  Friends  or 
the  Friends  Church  bring  fresh  insights  without  being 
burdened  with  the  past.  This  is  a little  hard  for  me, 
personally,  to  appreciate  as  my  Quaker  roots  go  back 
six  generations;  and  we  know  that  Friends  are  very 
much  a people  of  tradition  as  well  as  innovation, 
especially  in  our  religious  and  social  concerns 
heritage. 

Fox  also  insisted  that  “there  is  no  time  but  this 
present  time,  therefore  prize  your  time  for  your  soul’s 
sake,”  so  it  is  always  appropriate  to  test  the  validity 
and  vitality  of  the  things  we  take  for  granted  in  our 
Meetings.  To  quote  again  from  William  Penn’s  The 
Art  of  Living: 

“Until  we  are  persuaded  to  stop,  and  step  a 
little  aside,  out  of  the  noisy  crowd  and  encum- 
bering hurry  of  the  world,  and  calmly  take  a 
prospect  of  things,  it  will  be  impossible  we 
should  be  able  to  make  a right  judgment  of 
ourselves  . . .”  Getting  even  more  pointed  in 
his  counsel,  Penn  added,  “If  thou  thinkest 
twice  before  thou  speakest  once,  thou  wilt  be 
twice  the  better  for  it.” 

There  is  some  Quaker  history  back  there,  more 
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(Let's  Be  Friends:  continued  from  page  47) 
than  three  and  a half  centuries  of  it,  so  each  kind  of 
persent'day  Quaker  can  be  shown  to  have  emerged 
out  of  certain  concerns,  tensions,  theological 
concepts,  personality  influences,  faith  and  practices. 
Each  of  us  is  attempting  to  apply  these,  and  live  by 
them  in  a great  variety  of  circumstances.  Tracing  the 
pilgrimages  of  individual  Quaker  women  and  men 
makes  exciting  history.  The  first  query  (of  several) 
read  before  the  Yearly  Meeting  sessions  in  1692  was, 
“How  many  Friends  have  died  in  prison  because  of 
their  testimony,  since  last  Yearly  Meeting?”  That 
question  may  not  be  as  relevant  for  us  meeting  on  this 
college  campus  just  now,  but  it  is  searchingly 
appropriate  in  some  places  where  Friends  gather 
today,  for  history  among  Friends,  as  in  the  Christian 
world  at  large,  is  still  happening. 

Building  Trust  Across  Barriers 

That  I am  speaking  here  by  invitation  is  one  step 
of  trust!  This  gesture  of  confidence  (or  curiosity,  like 
the  Greeks  who  put  the  Apostle  Paul  on  the  Mars  Hill 
theater  stage  to  “hear  what  this  babbler  would  say”), 
my  being  here  still  suggests  a desire  for  fellowship  at  a 
time  when  the  trust  level  is  building  across  the 
barriers  that  separate  Friends.  Communication 
contacts  now  exist,  hopefully  exposing  some  of  the 
misconceptions,  stereotypes,  and  outdated  excuses 
given  for  decades  of  isolation  some  Friends  have 
maintained  under  a Quaker  religious  rubric.  While 
considerable  inter-communication  takes  place 
between  Yearly  Meeting  Secretaries  and  Superinten- 
dents, unfortunately,  local  Friends  Meetings  often 
know  less  about  the  make-up  and  mission  of  other 
Friends,  even  across  town,  to  say  nothing  of  another 
country,  than  they  do  about  other  denominations. 
Even  worse,  not  only  do  they  know  less  about  other 
Friends,  but  many,  especially  of  my  generation,  could 
care  less! 

Douglas  Steere  describes  at  least  four  ways  Friends 
have  tended  to  regard  each  other.  I am  paraphrasing, 
perhaps  elaborating  his  thought  somewhat,  but  his 
points  are:  1.  To  ignore  each  other.  There  is  always 
enough  to  keep  us  busy  in  our  own  local  Meeting, 
leaving  little  time  or  energy  even  for  Yearly  Meeting 
efforts,  let  alone  inter- Yearly  Meeting  involvement. 

2.  To  straighten  other  Friends  out.  Assuming  that 


our  version  of  Quakerism  is  the  only  correct  one,  we 
set  about  pointing  out  the  defects  in  other  Quaker 
entities.  3.  To  assume  naively  there  is  no  diversity  at 
all  — we  are  just  one  big  happy  Quaker  family,  so  why 
worry?  Be  happy!  4.  To  continue  to  find  fellowship 
and  our  own  spiritual  nurture  in  the  Quaker  grouping 
in  which  we  feel  most  comfortable,  while  also 
listening,  learning  and  fellowshiping  with  other 
Friends.  Joining  hands  and  hearts  in  ways  in  which 
we  might  mutually  strengthen  our  testimonies, 
concerns  and  outreach  would  encourage  unity  rather 
than  superficial  uniformity  or  defensive  antagonism. 

Let  us  become  seekers  of 
fresh , Spirit-inspired  insights 
for  the  future  of  Friends  ... 
pushing  out  the  edges  of  our 
Friends'  provincial  horizons  ... 

One  of  the  basic  commonalities  of  all  branches  of 
Quakers  seems  to  be  a visceral  reluctance  to  follow, 
blindly  or  overtly,  hierarchical  or  pontifical  leader- 
ship, resulting  in  obvious,  perhaps  inevitable, 
structural  fragmentation.  We,  therefore,  are  victims 
of  our  own  organizational  system,  and  rather  proud  of 
it!  We  have  no  Quaker  Vatican  voice,  no  bishops,  no 
international  headquarters.  The  closest  thing  to  it, 
perhaps,  is  the  FWCC  world  office,  but  notice  the 
very  carefully  chosen  name:  “Friends  World  Commit- 
tee for  Consultation.”  That  is  about  as  unthreatening 
a title  as  can  be  imagined.  The  accountability  of 
Quakers,  individually  and  in  groupings,  is  not  to  some 
central  office  somewhere  (although  I must  kindly 
suggest  that  some  dear  British  colonial-minded 
Quakers  at  Friends  House  in  London  have  not  realized 
or  acknowledged  that  yet),  but  primarily,  our 
accountability  is  to  the  local  Friends  Meeting.  It  is 
here  concerns  are  bom,  expressed,  and  begin  to  work 
their  way,  not  upward,  but  outward,  into  the  wider 
bodies  of  Friends’  entities  and  to  the  world  commu- 
nity, or  to  any  point  where  an  influential  impact  is 
made.  Occasionally  some  Friend,  newer  or  older  in 
the  Society,  forgets  this  foundational  reality,  and  soon 
finds  himself  or  herself  losing  rather  than  gaining 
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influence  and  effectiveness. 

James  Naylor  learned  this  lesson  the  hard  way  long 
ago  in  the  early  days  of  Quakerism.  Seeking  the 
advice,  counsel,  wisdom  and  prayerful  encouragement 
of  the  elders,  and  the  Meeting,  is,  and  always  has  been 
a basic  Quaker  operational  principle.  This  is  to  be 
remembered  by  any  functioning  Quaker  peace, 
service,  mission,  lobbying  or  action  agency  and 
committee.  The  “Servant  Leadership”  model  relates 
to  Yearly  Meeting  offices,  local  Meeting  clerks  and 
Friends  pastors. 

There  is  appearing,  I observe,  among  younger 
Friends  and  those  newer  in  Meetings,  an  openness  for 
a greater  awareness  and  knowledge  of  our  common 
Quaker  heritage  and  of  our  similarities,  and  for  ways 
to  reach  out  to  each  other  in  mutually  helpful 
relationships.  There  is  also  an  honest  attention 
focusing  on  reasons  for  our  divisions.  Rather  than 
trying  to  lay  the  blame  on  situations,  persons  or 
irrelevant  issues  of  the  past  or  present,  let  us  be  open 
to  the  Light  in  discerning  ways  for  allowing  genuine 
spiritual  fellowship  to  flourish. 

Working  Together  Toward  a Future  Unity 

There  are  any  number  of  books  and  charts  tracing 
the  history  and  causes  of  our  divisions.  And  I have 
read  many  of  them.  It  is  time  now  for  some  fascina- 
tion about  our  future  unity  and  strength  as  Friends. 
Let’s,  for  once,  forget  about  our  history,  even  though  I 
remember  the  pessimistic  cliche  that  goes,  “The  thing 
one  learns  from  history  is  that  the  human  race  never 
learns  anything  from  history.”  Let  us  become  seekers  of 
fresh,  Spirit-inspired  insights  for  the  furture  of  Friends. 

Let  us  be  as  forward-looking  as  young  George  Fox 
himself  who  told  the  priest  at  Nottingham:  “The 
revelation  of  God  is  not  confined  to  the  past  — the 
day  still  dawns  and  the  day-star  rises  in  our  own 
hearts.”  How  might  today’s  Children  of  the  Light 
become  spiritual  sattelites  of  the  Day-Star?  How  can 
contemporary  conduits  of  Quaker  Christian  concerns 
helpfully  penetrate  the  conditions  and  persons  about 
us,  their  attitudes  and  shifting  political  perceptions? 
The  constant  reminders  — of  poverty,  discrimina- 
tion, military  armament,  fear,  injustice,  physical  and 
spiritual  hopelessness  in  our  neighborhoods  and 
globally  cry  out  to  us.  It  is  harder  to  implement  our 
deep  concerns  for  a world  fast  filling  up  with  people 


and  problems,  when  we  as  Friends  are  not  even 
connected  or  networking  together.  All  of  today’s 
technology  and  knowledge  has  not  solved  the  basic 
problems  of  human  greed,  pride,  selfishness  and 
materialism.  Nor  have  they  solved  the  problems  of 
loneliness,  sorrow,  suffering,  alienation,  depression 
and  fear,  not  to  mention  ecological  threats,  economic 
imbalances,  and  other  problems  and  issues  before  us. 

The  impact  of  the  first  Christians,  like  that  of  early 
Friends,  was  irrefutable  when  they  were  in  close 
contact  with  God  and  with  each  other.  We  still  don’t 
really  understand  how  this  happened.  The  Light 
broke  through.  Not  only  through  the  brilliant  likes  of 
Robert  Barclay  and  Stephen  Grellet  and  other  Quaker 
spiritual  luminaries,  but  also  through  the  little  people, 
like  us,  the  grass-roots  of  Quakerdom,  who  became 
the  arms,  hands  and  feet  of  Truth  and  integrity  in  the 
villages,  towns  and  market  places.  It  is  upon  these  the 
divine  unction  rests.  The  genius  of  Quaker  influence, 
if  such  exists,  is  in  faithfulness,  obedience,  simplicity, 
integrity,  reflecting  the  Light  of  Christ  within,  as 
“lights  in  the  world.” 

A practical  expression  of  this  past,  present  and 
potential  influence  is  in  the  continued  publishing  of 
Truth.  Quaker  authors,  magazines,  pamphlets,  are  to 
be  encouraged  in  every  way  possible.  A small,  new 
development  intended  to  do  just  that  is  something 
called  Quakers  Uniting  in  Publications  (QUIP).  I 
had  the  honor  of  writing  the  constitution  for  QUIP 
when  it  organized  just  a few  years  ago.  It  will  be 
holding  its  annual  meeting  in  a few  days  at  Camp 
Tillikum  near  Newberg,  OR.,  bringing  Friend’s  writers 
and  publishers  together  from  across  the  United  States, 
Canada  and  England. 

Another  dimension  of  pushing  out  the  edges  of  our 
Friends’  provincial  horizons  may  require  some 
rethinking  of  budgetary  priorities.  Remembering  that 
Friends  do  not  always  respond  well  to  ideas  handed 
down  by  patronizing  Yearly  Meeting  offices  and 
boards,  the  place  to  start  may  again  be  at  the  local 
Meeting  level.  This  could  lead  to  greater  cooperation 
involving  Christian  education  and  Friends’  overseas 
missions  and  service  efforts.  Whatever  forms  this 
might  take,  I am  convinced  that  the  human  catalysts 
for  action  will  be  those  whose  roots  are  deep  in  the 
Biblical  and  Quaker  experience  of  God.  This  is  the 
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(Let's  Be  Friends:  continued  from  page  49) 
basis  of  building  our  Quaker  community,  cross- 
culturally  and  otherwise. 

How  May  Truth  Prosper  Among  Us? 

Now,  we  have  all  heard  the  descriptive  expression,  “a 
convinced  Friend.”  Convinced  of  what?  Certain, 
specific,  personal  experiences  of  or  with  God  and  our 
understanding  of  “Truth”  makes  us  convinced  Friends. 
Then  we  become  earnest,  consistent  seekers  of  more 
Truth.  Fortunately,  the  Spirit  of  Christ  is  not  elusive 
or  distant,  but  becomes  a living  Reality  within, 
progressive,  relevant,  meaningful.  This  is  important. 
Otherwise,  we  become  vulnerable  to  the  description 
given  by  a British  Friend,  Gerald  Priestland,  a 
spokesman  on  the  BBC  for  several  years,  who  said  in 
his  Swarthmore  Lecture  to  London  Yearly  Meeting: 

, a newcomer  in  our  midst  finds  it  hard 
to  make  out  what  we  believe,  if  anything.  One 
gets  the  impression,”  Priestland  continued, 
“that  the  average  Quaker  Meeting  consists 
half  of  people  who  are  resting  (perhaps  perma- 
nently) from  the  doctrinal  battlefield  and  half 
of  people  who  have  smuggled  their  own  favor- 
ite doctrines  from  other  churches  and  are 
quietly  picnicking  off  them  in  the  Meeting- 
house.” 

If  “Truth  is  to  prosper”  we,  of  all  people,  need  to 
know  who  we  are  as  well  as  to  be  intelligently 
informed  and  socially  sensitive  through  spiritual  con- 
vincement.  “As  one  thinketh  in  his  heart,  so  is  he,”  is 
not  true  simply  because  it  is  a Biblical  Proverb 
(Proverbs  23:7).  It  is  said  because  it  is  true.  As  all 
truth  may  not  always  fit  our  personal  preferences,  so 
the  component  convictions,  testimonies  and  advices 
of  Friends  may  not  bring  either  instant  comfort  or 
spiritual  maturity.  Yet  these  are  to  be  faithfully  taught 
to  our  children,  to  those  who  are  new  in  our  fellow- 
ship, and  consistently  reviewed  in  reverent,  obedient 


contemplation  to  be  kept  relevant  as  ongoing  Spirit- 
revealed  insights.  In  my  small  book  entitled,  Why 
Friends  are  Friends , an  attempt  was  made  to  pinpoint 
some  of  these  convictions  regarding  Quaker  concepts 
of  worship,  the  sacraments,  peace,  decision-making, 
ministry,  power  and  authority.  These  convictions  are 
bom  out  of  personal  experience  as  well  as  inherited, 
or  acquired  from  reading.  In  my  case,  they  come  from 
personal  experiences  as  a conscientious  objector  in 
World  War  II,  as  a Friends  missionary  for  years  among 
the  aboriginal  Aymara  Indian  nation  in  the  high 
Andes  of  Bolivia,  and  as  a Friends  Church  elder/ 
pastor.  (Note:  not  a clergyman,  priest  or  reverend, 
but  one  released  to  give  full  time  to  the  pastoral  care 
and  administration  of  larger  local  Meetings,  the 
Yearly  Meeting,  and  to  serve  in  itinerant  ministries 
wherever  led  in  the  Light  to  speak  and  teach.)  One  of 
my  own  convictions  is  that  unless  these  matters  are 
thoughtfully  considered  and  personalized,  Friends 
easily  become  a shallow,  ineffective,  scattered, 
disjointed  outfit.  To  worship  and  work  well  in  the 
Society  of  Friends  is  to  come  into  immediate  contact 
with  God,  and  consequently,  into  a deeper  relation- 
ship with  each  other  as  seekers  and  servants.  What- 
ever our  good  intentions  and  vision  may  be,  we  need 
more  than  our  own  energies  and  cleverness.  This  is 
true  in  our  daily  life  and  value  system  as  well  as  in 
becoming  a significant  influence  in  society. 

Any  sincere  scholar  of  early  Quakerism  recognizes 
that  the  One  who  spoke  to  George  Fox’s  “condition,” 
to  use  his  wording,  Fox  and  early  Friends  believed  to 
be  the  living  Christ  of  the  Bible.  Since  this  is  where 
Fox  began,  and  since  Christ  is  the  One  who  spoke  to 
Friends  then  and  since,  this  is  where  we  begin.  In 
saying  this,  I am  speaking  out  of  my  own  heart  and 
experience,  not  arguing,  scolding  or  preaching.  I am 
pleading  in  love  and  tenderness  for  an  openness  to  the 
One  who  declared  himself  to  be  “The  Way,  the 
Truth,  and  the  Life.” 


It  is  harder  to  implement  our  deep  concerns  for  a world  fast 
filling  up  with  people  and  problems , when  we  as  Friends  are  not 
even  connected  or  networking  together ; 
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What  Does  It  Mean  to  Be  a Quaker  Today? 

Let  me  now  pose  some  questions,  questions  which 
have  also  been  presented  to  the  World  Relations 
Committee  of  London  Yearly  Meeting  and  to  the 
Friends  World  Committee  for  Consultation.  What 
does  it  mean  to  be  a Quaker  today?  “What  canst  thou 
say?”  With  the  diversity  of  Friends  still  evident  in 
various  ways,  and  with  Friends  in  developing  nations 
assuming  a larger  proportion  and  different  profile  in 
the  Quaker  “family,”  how  will  our  search  for  a Quaker 
identity  proceed?  How  will  Friends  in  North  America 
and  Europe  be  influenced  by  the  impressive  spiritual 
vitality  emerging  from  growing  Friends’  Yearly 
Meetings  in  Africa,  Latin  America,  Taiwan  and 
elsewhere?  The  right  sharing  of  world  resources  and 
food-producing  technology  is  becoming  more  urgent 
within  the  world  Society  of  Friends.  How  will  Friends 
recover  or  discover  an  appreciation  of  the  “whole” 
gospel?  A social  gospel  without  an  evangelical  gospel 
reflects  an  imbalance  and  vice  versa.  Part  of  the 
explosive  impact  of  early  Christians  and  early  Quakers 
was  the  comprehensive  approach  to  spiritual  ministry. 
The  saving  power  of  Jesus  Christ  brings  with  it  the 
healing  of  life’s  hurts  and  burdens.  That  is  why  in  the 
theater  of  world  missions  Northwest  Yearly  Meeting 
has  spent  more  money  on  developing  agricultural 
know-how  and  education  for  illiterate  children  and 
parents,  than  for  any  aspect  of  outreach.  It  is  not  a 
matter  of  either  evangelism  or  social  concern,  but 
both  together.  As  Elton  Trueblood  says,  “Service 
without  devotion  is  rootless.  Devotion  without 
service  is  fruitless.”  This  is  a uniqueness  of  Quakers, 
one  of  the  reasons  I am  a more  convinced  Friend  as 
the  years  go  by. 

Can  We  Envision  a Quaker  Movement  Which 
Will  Transcend  Divisions? 

What  we  always  need  is  a vision.  Can  a vision  be 
captured  that  will  transcend  the  divisions  in  the 
Quaker  movement?  John  Punshon,  in  his  Wood- 
brooke  lectures,  expresses  concern  for  the  unwilling- 
ness of  many  Friends  now  to  invest  the  time  in 
establishing  relationships  with  Friends  not  of  their 
own  kind  or  preference.  What  nourishes  this 
unwillingness  is  usually  a greater  loyalty  elsewhere.  It 
is  at  this  point  that  Friends  of  all  persuasions  need  to 
ask  ourselves  whether  our  Quakerism  is  more  of  an 


historical  accident  or  a cultural  frill  or  a clear 
understanding  of  the  essence  of  our  faith. 

How  much  of  ourselves  do  we  see  in  the  corporate 
personality  of  the  body  to  which  we  belong?  I am 
talking  now  about  the  combination  of  many  things: 
one’s  temperament,  education,  social  position, 
personal  resources,  use  of  skills  — all  these  are  to  be 
congruent  with  our  Quakerism.  The  Society  of 
Friends  or  Friends  Church  is  a mirror  reflecting 
ourselves  and  our  concepts  of  God.  Jesus  said,  again 
and  again,  “Love  one  another.  Greater  love  has  no 
one  than  this,  that  one  lay  down  his  life  for  his 
friends.  You  are  my  friends  if  you  do  what  I com- 
mand. This  is  my  command:  Love  each  other.”  (John 
15:  12-17).  This  is  not  only  a basis  for  peace-making, 
and  of  our  mutual  relationships;  it  is  the  Christian 
way  and  the  Quaker  way.  We  have  no  monopoly  on 
this  truth,  but  there  is  a Quaker  way  for  it  to  happen 
that  has  been  particularly  fruitful  and  effective.  This 
fruitfulness  has  historically  been  a composite  of  the 
beautiful  characteristics  of  people  who  allow  God  to 
use  them.  This  stands  in  attractive  contrast  to  the 
rather  negative  stance  sometimes  noted  among 
Friends  who  seem  more  articulate  about  what  they  do 
not  believe,  and  do  not  like  about  Christianity  and 
established  churches,  than  what  they  have  found  in 
their  own  relationship  with  God,  personal  faith  and 
practice. 

Understanding  our  own  heritage  and  calling  gives 
an  optimistic,  positive  sense  of  Quaker  destiny  and 
confidence.  These  are  to  be  built  into  each  new 
generation  of  Quaker  children  and  Quaker  newcom- 
ers. The  theology  of  the  “Presence  in  the  Midst”  is 
not  unique  to  Friends,  but  its  implications  have  been 
expressed  more  radically  and  discerningly  by  Friends 
than  by  many  others.  This  Truth  and  Way  remains 
reliable  and  trustworthy.  It  motivates  us  as  an 
ultimate,  convincing  priority  from  both  the  Scriptures 
and  the  Spirit  who  gave  them.  Let  us  be  eager, 
willing  and  ready  in  humility  to  experience  again  the 
“Power  of  the  Lord  over  All.” 

I realize  far  too  much  territory  has  been  covered  in 
this  lecture,  and  some  of  it  may  seem  quite  repetitive. 
Perhaps  it  also  seems  too  lofty  or  utopian.  And  I 
haven’t  overlooked  the  opening  comment  that  when 
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(Let's  Be  Friends:  continued  from  page  51 ) 
one  speaks  in  ways  to  which  listeners  do  not  agree, 
they  may  quickly  turn  you  off.  So  I leave  you  with  a 
very  down-to-earth  experience  that  has  been  helpful 
to  me. 

My  wife  Geraldine  and  I were  visitng  a home  one 
evening  and  noticed  a particularly  lovely  sunset  in  the 
western  sky.  It  was  really  quite  spectacular.  It  looked 
as  though  all  the  colors  of  the  rainbow  had  been 
poured  out  in  a sparkling,  exploding  mass  of  flashing 
brilliance  over  the  horizon.  Spellbound,  we  were 
gazing  at  this  view  from  the  west  window  of  our 
hostess’  house  when  she  came  into  the  room. 

Noticing  our  concentration  on  this  beautiful  scene, 
she  glanced  out  to  see  it  too,  then  said,  “Oh  look  ...  at 
that  dirty  window!” 

There  is  a glorious  vision  of  the  opportunity  and 
future  for  Friends  in  a darkening,  often  hurting  world. 
Unfortunately,  some  see  instead  only  the  defects, 
mistakes,  divisions,  inconsistencies  and  frailties  — the 
dirty  window  — rather  than  the  beauty  of  our 
Creator’s  handiwork  and  the  possibilities  for  holy 
adventure. 


[Editor’s  Note:  Jack  Willcuts,  Quaker  pastor, 
journalist  and  leader,  died  September  22,  1989,  in 
Newberg,  OR.  A memorial  service  was  held  at 
George  Fox  College  on  September  27,  1989.  Jack  had 
served  as  General  Superintendent  of  Northwest 
Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends  and  as  editor  of  the 
Evangelical  Friend  and  was  active  in  national  and 
international  Quaker  interests. 

Friends  of  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  who  were  present 
when  Jack  Willcuts  gave  this  address  expressed  their 
appreciation  for  his  message  and  now  extend  their 
sympathy  to  his  family  and  to  Friends  of  Northwest 
Yearly  Meeting.] 


(Quest  Editorial:  continued  from  page  46) 

crucial  ecological  texture  of  the  interconnections 
realized  by  the  Friends  Bulletin.  Our  three  Yearly 
Meetings  are  kept  connected  as  we  read  news  from 
other  Meetings,  addresses  to  Yearly  Meetings  and 
letters  on  concerns.  And  as  our  editor,  in  person, 
visits  each  Yearly  Meeting,  Friends  isolated  from  other 
Meetings  keep  in  touch  with  developing  themes  and 


strains  among  Friends.  Even  the  ads  allow  one  to 
keep  up  with  publications,  services  available  and 
positions  to  be  filled.  Friends  Bulletin  has  found  it 
necessary  to  publish  issues  of  twenty  instead  of  sixteen 
pages  in  order  to  accomodate  the  news  of  three  Yearly 
Meetings  and  the  backlog  of  Memorial  Minutes. 

And,  in  order  to  insure  that  all  of  Jan  Hoffman’s 
address  to  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  could  be 
published  in  its  entirety,  the  editor  added  four  extra 
pages  to  our  October  1989  issue.  We  believe  such 
inspired  messages  should  be  made  available  to  all  our 
readers  and  to  Friends,  generally.  We  beleive  this  is 
what  our  subscribers  wish  to  support. 

As  no  one  is  an  island,  no  Meeting  and  no  individ- 
ual Friend  need  to  be  apart  from  the  fabric  of  faith 
and  practice  which  Friends  Bidletin  reports  and  realizes 
in  its  pages. 

The  “ballooning”  by  aeronautical  arachnids,  we  are 
told  by  biologists,  serves  to  disperse  their  young, 
which  ensures  the  continuation  of  their  species  and  a 
spread  of  population.  We  believe  that  our  Friends 
Bulletin  similarly  contributes  to  the  health  of  the 
Quaker  community  and  to  the  spread  of  our  words 
and  works  beyond  our  immediate  neighborhood. 
When  I spoke  to  Melissa  Elliott  in  the  Friends  Journal 
office  last  Spring,  she  said,  “Vint  [Deming,  Editor- 
Manager]  and  I and  Gay  [Nicholson,  Advertising  and 
Circulation  Assistant]  always  grab  Friends  Bulletin 
when  it  comes.  It’s  so  good!” 


PYM  Nagasaki  Day  Peace  March  in  La  Verne,  August  9, 
1989.  Photo  by  David  Noble. 
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Epistle  of 

Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 

1989 

To  Friends  Everywhere, 

Greetings  from  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  of  the 
Religious  Society  of  Friends,  gathered  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  La  Verne  in  La  Verne,  California,  Eighth 
Month,  7 to  12,  1989.  At  this  forty- third  annual 
gathering  we  find  that  the  years  have  dealt  variously 
with  Friends:  death  has  taken  some  of  our  founders, 
old  age  and  various  handicaps  have  restricted  some 
Friends  who  were  our  mainstay  in  years  past;  but  also, 
young  Friends  have  grown  from  beauty  to  strength; 
our  children  flourish.  During  this  time  together  we 
have  looked  at  what  unites  and  what  divides  us. 

From  numerous  Monthly  Meeting  State  of  the 
Society  reports  we  hear  repeated  the  same  three 
problems:  we  are  lonely,  we  have  conflicts,  we 
wonder  from  where  the  next  leaders  will  arise.  We 
are  brought  closer  together  by  sharing  what  makes  us 
separate.  In  times  of  conflict  we  have  been  encour- 
aged to  look  for  the  “teachable  moment.”  We  were 
reminded  to  look  for  the  leadings  of  God,  for  our 
strength  is  in  obedience  to  the  Spirit. 

We  rejoice  that  Guatemala  Monthly  Meeting, 
formerly  under  the  care  of  Mexico  City  Monthly 
Meeting,  has  now  become  an  independent  Monthly 
Meeting. 

Although  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  is  one  of  the 
independent  Yearly  Meetings,  we  have  sent  our 
representatives  to  Evangelical  Friends  Alliance, 
Friends  General  Conference,  and  Friends  United 
Meeting.  Representatives  also  attended  meetings  of 
Friends  World  Committee  for  Consultation, 
including  the  gathering  held  in  Tokyo,  Japan.  Our 
Yearly  Meeting  committee  on  Wider  Fellowship 
Among  Friends  has  initiated  a consultation  to 
consider  a gathering  of  Friends  on  the  west  coast  of 
the  United  States.  A Yearly  Meeting  plenary  session 
was  addressed  by  Lind  Coop  of  Friends  Church 
Southwest  Yearly  Meeting  and  by  Jack  Willcuts  of 
Northwest  Yearly  Meeting,  who  observed  that  only 
when  Friends  of  different  Yearly  Meetings  stand  aloof 
from  one  another  do  we  seem  different  and  small. 


In  our  minutes  of  social  concern,  we  have 
reminded  ourselves  to  state  publicly  the  religious  basis 
of  our  position.  The  Unity  with  Nature  Committee 
encouraged  us  to  save  the  lungs  of  our  planet,  the  rain 
forest;  to  work  to  recycle  the  ton  of  trash  each  of  us 
produces  annually,  and  to  recognize  the  opportunity 
for  spiritual  growth  inherent  in  our  search  for  unity 
with  nature.  We  are  aware  of  the  pain  and  conflict  in 
Nicaragua,  El  Salvador,  and  other  areas  of  the  world. 
Many  of  our  members  and  Meetings  are  actively 
involved  in  alleviating  these  sufferings.  We  will  be 
joining  with  Brethren  and  Mennonites  in  sponsoring 
a Witness  at  the  Nevada  Desert  Test  Site. 

We  differ  from  one  another  within  our  Yearly 
Meeting,  just  as  our  Yearly  Meeting  differs  from  other 
Yearly  Meetings.  Not  rejecting  those  who  differ,  not 
trying  to  change  them  to  resemble  ourselves,  not 
ignoring  our  differences,  we  cherish  that  which  we 
hold  in  common  and  affirm  our  uniqueness. 

In  the  Spirit 
Hermione  Baker,  Presiding  Clerk 

Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 
Excerpted  Minutes 
1989 

89-1  The  Ministry  and  Oversight  Committee  was 
asked  to  establish  an  ad  hoc  subcommittee  to  explore 
a concern  about  structural  relationships  among 
monthly  meetings,  quarterly  meetings  and  the  Yearly 
Meeting  and  their  activities,  and  to  recommend  a 
course  of  action. 

89-5  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  approved  joining,  as 
amicus  curiae,  the  AFSC’s  lawsuit  seeking  exemption 
from  the  Employer  Sanctions  provision  of  the  1986 
Immigration  Reform  and  Control  Act.  The  Social 
Order  Committee  was  asked  to  consider  additional 
actions  PYM  may  wish  to  undertake  to  implement 
this  minute. 

89-9  The  availability  of  guns,  leading  to  their 
increasing  use,  affronts  our  traditional  religious 
objection  to  violence.  The  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  of 
the  Religious  Society  of  Friends  urges  our  legislatures 
to  ban  the  private  possession  of  handguns  and 
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( Minutes : continued  from  page  53) 
automatic  and  assault  rifles.  They  have  no  relevance 
to  sport.  The  death  rate  from  guns  is  high,  unneces- 
sary  and  intolerable.  As  the  courts  have  so  frequently 
said,  and  as  gun-free  cities  in  the  United  States  have 
so  long  evidenced,  there  is  no  constitutional  “right”  to 
individual  guns. 

We  urge  our  representatives  to  ignore  the 
suggestions  that  armed  self-help  improves  policing, 
that  occasion  for  armed  treason  is  just  around  the 
corner,  and  also  the  false  pleas  of  very  special 
interests;  and  we  urge  them  not  merely  to  “control” 
but  to  end  this  horror. 

We  are  concerned  not  only  by  the  death  rate  of  at 
least  22,000  people  a year  across  the  country  from 
handguns,  but  by  the  fear,  corruption  and  violence  in 
our  society  let  loose  by  the  very  existence  of  these 
handguns.  In  ending  this  evil  we  may  return  to  a 
dignified,  less-armed  police,  a responsible  and  safe 
society,  and  a minimum  standard  of  civilization. 
89-10  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  of  the  Religious 
Society  of  Friends  (Quakers)  unites  with  the  United 
States  Supreme  Court  majority  in  its  June  21,  1989 
decision  in  Texas  v.  Johnson  where  the  freedom  of 
dissent  was  upheld  even  when  it  involved  the 
destruction  of  a United  States  flag,  a cherished 
national  symbol. 

We  agree  that  freedom  of  speech,  for  which  the 
flag  is  a symbol,  is  more  precious  than  the  symbol 
itself. 

Our  constitutional  guarantees  of  religious  freedom 
include  freedom  from  compulsion  or  coercion  to 
participate  in  religious  and  patriotic  rituals  which  are 
contrary  to  our  religious  testimonies.  Consecration  of 
the  U.S.  flag  by  legislation  or  constitutional  amend- 
ment would  erode  that  freedom. 

We  call  on  all  Americans  who  cherish  religious 
and  political  feedoms  to  join  us  in  affirming  the 
Supreme  Court  decision  and  in  opposing  proposals  to 
circumvent  that  ruling. 

89-14  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  urges  Monthly 
Meetings  to  explore  ways  of  creating  relationships 
with  refugee  or  detention  camps  by  Monthly, 
Quarterly  or  Yearly  Meetings. 

89-15  The  Discipline  Committee  of  six  members 
plus  the  Historian/Archivist  will  continue,  as  a 
standing  committee  of  the  Yearly  Meeting,  to 


coordinate  and  receive  communications  concerning 
Faith  and  Practice  between  revisions  of  the  Discipline, 
and  to  solicit,  clarify,  evaluate,  and  organize  material 
for  transmission  to  a Revision  Committee  when 
revision  is  underway. 

A Faith  and  Practice  Revision  Committee  shall  be 
appointed  when  the  Yearly  Meeting  directs.  The 
Revision  Committee  will  consist  of  experienced 
members  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  active  in  Monthly 
Meetings,  who  are  representative  of  the  diversity  of 
thought  and  spirit  within  the  Yearly  Meeting  and  able 
to  serve  for  several  years  until  the  final  text  is  ready 
for  publication. 


Minute  of  Appreciation  to  Elizabeth  Boardman 

Provision  of  services  to  the  elderly  has  been  a 
concern  of  College  Park  Quarterly  Meeting  for  more 
than  fifteen  years.  Throughout  that  period  Elizabeth 
Boardman  has  provided  inspiration,  focus  and 
subsequently  staff  leadership  for  our  concerns  resulting 
in  the  creation  of  Friends  House  in  Santa  Rosa. 

Elizabeth  is  an  advocate  for  Quakerism  and  for 
concerns  of  the  aging.  Her  reliance  on  Quaker 
principles  as  the  basis  for  operating  a complex 
institution  has  not  always  been  easy,  but  has  always 
been  consistent. 

Elizabeth  is  now  moving  forward  with  her  career 
and  will  be  leaving  Friends  House  in  July.  CPQM  is 
particularly  appreciative  of  the  significant  contribu- 
tions she  has  made  to  Friends  and  to  others  in  the 
Santa  Rosa  community. 

She  has  touched  the  lives  of  many  and  has  helped 
us  respond  to  the  needs  of  older  Friends. 

Elizabeth,  our  prayers  and  support  will  follow  you 
as  you  explore  new  opportunities.  We  thank  you. 


Registrars*  Report 

Attendance  at  Yearly  Meeting:  380  individuals 
registered  this  year,  which  is  down  from  the  460 
registered  at  Chico  last  year. 


FRIENDS  BULLETIN  SUBSCRIPTION  RENEWALS 

FOR  1990 
PAYABLE  NOW 


It's  time  to  renew!  Deadline  for  renewals  is  January  1 , 1 990.  Have  you  subscribed  for  a 
student,  family  member  or  a Friend  in  your  Meeting  not  acquainted  with  the  larger  body  of 
Friends?  Won't  you  help  us  increase  our  circulation  by  giving  a gift  subscription?  (See  form 
below.)  As  you  renew,  pleae  add  $6.00  for  any  address  outside  the  U.S.,  Canada  or  Mexico. 

Many  thanks! 

If  you  are  an  individual  subscriber,  please  fill  out  this  form,  write  your  check  for  $1 8.00  to 
Friends  Bulletin,  detach  the  form  and  enclose  your  check.  This  form  can  then  be  folded  in  half, 
and  mailed  with  a 250  stamp.  The  form  is  addressed  on  the  reverse  side  and  should  be 
stapled  or  taped  at  the  edges. 

If  you  are  a group  subscriber,  please  renew  with  your  Meeting  by  giving  your  check  to  your 
treasurer  or  to  the  person  designated  by  your  Meeting  to  take  care  of  renewals.  Group 
subscription  price  is  now  $16.00. 

Gifts  to  Friends  Bulletin  are  tax  deductible  and  most  welcome.  Our  budget  depends,  in 
part,  on  them. 

I am  enclosing  an  additional  amount  as  a gift;  $ _______ 

Name  

Address  — — — — 

City/State/Zip — — — — — — — — - - ■ — — - 

Gift  Subscription:  please  send  a gift  subscription  ($18.00)  to: 

Name 


Address 

City/State/Zip 

□ Send  renewal  notice  to  me  □ Send  renewal  notice  to  recipient. 

Suggestions  for  future  topics: 


I would  like  to  contribute  articles  or ...?  

□ I would  be  interested  in  serving  on  Bulletin  Committee  or  □ in  helping  with  a subscription 
drive  in  my  Meeting. 

I would  like  to  suggest  the  following  additions  or  changes  in  Friends  Bulletin : 


Please  help  your  editor  by  taking  a few  minutes  to  write  your  check  and  enclose  it  in  this  form. 
Many  office  hours  and  much  money  can  be  saved  with  your  help.  Thanks! 
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Dear  Friends  of  PYM, 

Once  more  I bring  home  from  Yearly  Meeting  the 
many  gifts  of  being  with  all  of  you  in  community. 
Worshiping,  working,  playing  and  just  being  together 
draws  us  into  that  wonderful  spiral  of  friendship  that 
is  our  Quaker  heritage.  I also  bring  home  some 
disappointments,  however,  that  the  Spirit  draws  me  to 
share  with  you. 

The  first  disappointment  arises  from  the  “Individ- 
ual  Responsiblities”  instructions  which  appeared  in 
the  July  issue  of  Friends  Bulletin.  I wasn’t  aware  that 
we  needed  to  be  reminded  not  to  steal  from  our  host 
sites.  How  can  we  tell  the  oppressors  not  to  oppress, 
the  destroyers  not  to  destroy,  etc.,  when  we  are  not 
free  from  blame  ourselves?  All  things  start  within. 

Secondly,  our  business  practice  needs  work.  As  I 
understand  it,  Friends  are  to  wait  upon  ...  (fill  in 
whatever  name  by  which  you  call  the  loving  power 
that  moves  your  soul)  for  concerns,  season  those 
concerns  in  corporate  worship,  and,  when  the  united 
sense  of  the  meeting  is  reached,  act  upon  those 
concerns.  Instead,  we  seem  to  bring  whatever  we  see 
as  needful  to  do  before  our  plenary  meeting,  asking  ... 
if  we  can  go  ahead,  and,  hearing  nothing,  proceed  to 
approve.  In  fact,  there  is  so  little  time  taken  between 
the  reading  of  the  proposed  minute  and  the  approval 
that  Friends  cannot  even  rise  to  speak,  let  alone  give 
time  for  the  centering  and  waiting  that  is  needed  for 
...  to  move  us.  Our  minutes  cannot  express  the 
Spiritual  imperative  because  we  do  not  embody  it  as 
yet.  It  is  not  just  our  truth  we  should  “speak  to 
power”  but  ...’s  Truth.  The  political  and  the  Spiritual 
have  always  been  one  with  Friends  as  we  have 
envisioned  a radically  changed  world  — changed 
beyond  our  ordinary  powers  and  permeated  with  the 
Light  of . . ..  This  has  been  and  is  our  calling.  Let  us 
not  lose  it. 

Love  and  Blessings  to  you  all, 
Marsha  Chevalier 


Book  Review 

by  Prudence  R.  Meyer,  Santa  Barbara  Meeting 

Nine  Contemporary  Quaker  Women  Speak,  compiled 
by  Leonard  S.  Kenworthy.  Quaker  Publications,  Box 
726,  Kennet  Square,  PA  19348. 

As  Leonard  Kenworthy  explains  in  his  introduc- 
tion to  this  booklet,  six  of  its  nine  chapters  were 
originally  printed  in  the  form  of  leaflets  intended  to 
supplement  the  Quaker  Leaders  Speak  series.  As  in 
those  anthologies,  each  figure  is  introduced  by  a page 
of  biographical-bibliographic  information  and 
represented  by  a series  of  direct  quotations  which  are 
grouped  under  such  appropriate  headings  as  “On 
Prayer  as  the  Cornerstone  ...,”  “On  Celebrating 
Difference  ...,”  and  “On  Quakers,  Poetry,  and 
Worship  ...”  (from  the  sections  devoted  to  Helen 
Hole,  Elizabeth  Watson,  and  Mary  Hoxie  Jones). 

With  the  exception  of  Elfrida  Vipont  Foulds,  all 
the  women  represented  are  American,  half  or  more 
belonging  to  Philadelphia  or  New  York  Yearly 
Meetings.  Many  of  them  have  been  teachers,  like 
Rachel  DuBose,  who  adapted  methods  she  had 
invented  for  the  “melting  pot”  schools  of  New  York 
City  to  the  newly  integrated  society  of  the  New 
South;  and  Elise  Boulding,  sociologist  and  futurologist 
whose  insights  and  researches  are  redefining  the 
meaning  of  peace;  and  Elizabeth  Vining,  who  during 
the  years  following  World  War  II  served  as  tutor  to 
the  Crown  Prince  (present  Emperor)  of  Japan  and 
produced  a number  of  much  admired  biographies  and 
novels,  many  of  them  directed  toward  young  readers. 
Others  have  taught  through  their  writings,  like  Daisy 
Newman,  whose  novels  demonstrate  Quaker  values  in 
practice,  and  Margaret  Bacon,  biographer  and 
historian,  whose  feminist  orientation  casts  fresh  light 
on  history  and  the  Quaker  penchant  for  combining 
spirituality  and  practicality. 

Many  readers  of  Friends  Bulletin  already  know 
Elizabeth  Watson,  Margaret  Bacon  and  Elise  Bould- 
ing, but  they  may  be  less  familiar  with  Friends  like 
Elfrida  Foulds,  Helen  Hole  and  Mary  Hoxie  Jones. 

We  are  indebted  to  Leonard  Kenworthy  for  making 
available  in  convenient  form  these  samples  of  the 
contributions  these  women  have  made  not  only  to  the 
Religious  Society  of  Friends  but  the  wider  world.  Let 
us  hope  he  or  others  will  be  encouraged  to  further 
extend  his  series  to  include  other  women  and  men 
who  are  bringing  Friends’  witness  to  the  Light  down 
to  the  end  of  this  century. 
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Young  Friends  Daybook 

Children's  View  of  PYM 


Junior  Yearly  Meeting  Friends  and  Teachers  at  PYM. 
Photo  by  David  Noble . 

What  is  PYM? 

Responses  from  Our  Children 

(excerpted  from  the  PYM  “Daily  Miracle” 
Wednesday , August  9,  1989) 


PYM  is  for  Quakers.  PYM  is  very,  very,  very, 
very,  very,  very,  very,  very,  very,  very  !!!!!!!!!!!! 
boring!!!!! 

By  Philip 

PYM  takes  your  parents  away  and  it  is  good 
because  you  can  do  whatever  you  want  to. 

By  Amelia 


I like  the  Teacher 
I like  the  games 
By  Zack 

So  the  adults  can  go  to  meetings.  To  meet  new 
people  from  other  meetings.  It  is  a time  to  make 
new  friends  and  the  same  thing  for  me. 

By  Sue  Farley 

PYM  is  to  torture  kids.  Our  parents  bring  us 
here  to  keep  us  away  from  TV  and  Nintendo. 
PYM  turns  your  parent  into  weirdos. 

By  Joseph  Jaquette 


PYM  is  for  parents  to  find  out  what  other 
meetings  do  and  maybe  change  their  meeting. 
Also  meet  other  people. 

By  Jessie  Rose  Koenig 

PYM  is  not  bad.  It’s  not  great  but  it’s  ok.  We  do 
fun  things  most  of  the  time  although  sometimes 
the  teachers  boss  you  around  but  they’re  pretty 
cool. 

By  Gray  G. 

PYM  is  dumb  because  there  is  no  air  condition- 
ing. IT  IS  HOT! 

By  Maia 
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Rooms 

A lot  of  the  rooms  in  Brandt  Hall  are  strange. 
In  fact,  the  room  that  my  best  friend  and  I are 
sharing  is  one  of  the  strange  ones.  Our  room  has 
two  top  bunk  beds  with  no  bottom  bunk.  It  has 
a large  ladder  leading  up  to  it.  On  the  ceiling  is 
a mural  with  a waterfall  and  a lot  of  trees.  To 
top  it  off,  we  have  a bright  green  rug  that  makes 


Four  Young  Friends  at  PYM.  Photo  by  David  Noble. 


Young  Friends  at  Play  at  PYM.  Photo  by  David  Noble. 


What  PYM  means  to  me.  PYM  is  a place  for 
Quakers  all  over  California  to  gather  and  discuss 
Issues.  The  parents’  views  are  different  from  the 
kids’  vision.  The  parents  need  PYM  to  talk  and 
make  friends.  Adults  think  it  is  a learning 
experience.  They  learn  to  cooperate.  And  this 
is  what  PYM  means  to  me. 

By  Eric  Amen 

PYM  is  to  learn  and  have  fun  for  everyone. 

They  learn  about  other  meetings. 

By  Chris  Rowell 


College  Age  and  Older  Young  Friends  at  PYM.  Photo  by 
David  Noble. 

the  door  hard  to  open.  Whenever  we  leave  the 
door  open,  people  passing  by  look  in  and  tell  us 
that  it  must  be  fun  living  there. 

Yes,  it  is  fun.  But  it  is  a hassle  getting  up  the 
ladder  everytime  we  want  to  lie  down.  Some- 
times I wonder  what  it  would  be  like  to  live  in 
the  other  strange  rooms  in  our  dorm,  like  the 
one  with  stairs  going  up  to  the  beds  on  the  floor 
with  branches  for  railings.. . . 

Rachel  Mosher 
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World  Conference  of  Friends 

1991 

by  Lowell  Tozer,  Clerk , PYM  Nominating 
Committee 

The  5 th  World  Conference  of  Friends  will  be  held 
in  the  summer  of  1991  in  three  locations  — the 
Netherlands  in  June;  Honduras  in  July;  Kenya  in 
August.  The  general  theme  will  be  "In  Spirit  and 
Truth:  Faith  in  Action."  Friends  all  over  the  world 
will  be  attending. 

Friends  may  get  to  the  conference  in  one  of  three 
ways.  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  is  entitled  to  send  four 
representatives,  two  to  Honduras  and  one  each  to  the 
Netherlands  and  Kenya.  If  you  want  the  PYM  No- 
minating  Committee  to  consider  you  as  a possible 
representative,  send  a note  to  Lowell  Tozer  no  later 
than  December  31,  1989,  telling  him  so,  and 
specifying  the  country  or  indicating  your  willingness 
to  go  to  any  site.  Special  Note:  To  be  considered  by 
the  Nominating  Committee , it  is  essential  that  you 
apply  formally  by  sending  Lowell  that  note  — even 
if  you  are  a PYM  representative  to  FWCC,  Section 
of  the  Americas.  His  address  is:  5485  - 55th  Street, 
San  Diego,  CA  92115.  Help  with  the  cost  is  expected 
from  Monthly  Meetings,  and  PYM  is  committed  to 
subsidize  travel  expenses.  (Total  costs  of  registration, 
conference  and  accomodation  for  the  eight  days  are 
estimated  at  $450  - $550  per  person  for  each  site.) 

Other  Friends  will  be  appointed  independently  by 
Friends  World  Committee  (FWCC)  in  London.  To 
be  considered,  send  London  the  "Indication  of 
Interest"  form  included  in  the  blue  pamphlet  from 
FWCC.  Those  flyers  should  be  available  from  your 
Clerk,  or  can  be  got  from  FWCC,  Section  of  the 
Americas,  1506  Race  St.,  Philadelphia,  PA  19102.  If 
you  do  that,  the  actual  application  form  will  be  sent 
to  you  toward  the  end  of  1989. 

There  is  even  a third  way  to  get  there.  FWCC 
needs  translators,  especially  Spanish/English.  If  you 
feel  qualified  for  that  job,  you  can  send  a letter 
outlining  your  qualifications  and  interest  to  FWCC 
World  Office,  Drayton  House,  30  Gordon  Street, 
London  WC1H  OAX,  England. 

Note:  Friends  must  be  aware  that  there  are  no 
"extra"  places  for  spouses.  Also,  that  Friends  cannot 


just  go  "on  their  own";  they  must  be  appointed  in  one 
of  the  three  ways  outlined  above.  Finally,  the 
International  Planning  Committee  intends  that  the 
Conference  will  involve  equal  numbers  of  men  and 
women,  and  that  25%  of  those  attending  will  be 
Friends  under  30  years  of  age.  If  you  want  more 
information,  get  hold  of  that  blue  pamphlet. 

Those  "Other  Quakers" 

by  Qloria  Kershner,  Qrass  Valley  Meeting 

As  a member  of  PYM's  Committee  on  Wider 
Fellowship  Among  Friends,  I attended  Northwest 
Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends  Churches  in  Oregon, 
Washington,  and  Idaho.  The  Quaker  Youth  Pilgrims 
arrived  at  the  same  time  that  my  son,  Tad,  and  I did. 
This  was  the  first  contact  that  many  of  these  young 
people,  from  unprogrammed  Meetings  in  Europe  and 
across  the  U.S.,  had  had  with  Friends  Churches,  as 
well  as  a first  contact  for  the  church  young  Friends. 
Tad  felt  that  some  very  meaningful  dialogue  went  on 
among  the  young  people. 

My  letter  of  introduction  was  read  in  a plenary 
session  and  I was  invited  to  tell  about  our  wish  to 
explore  the  idea  of  a western  gathering  of  Friends.  I 
attended  excellent  workshops  on  Peace  Education, 
Writing  for  Children,  Poetry,  Using  Devotional 
Classics  (writings  of  Thomas  Kelly,  John  Woolman, 
Bernard  of  Clairvoux  and  others)  and  a week  long 
series  on  Confronting  with  Love.  I also  greatly 
enjoyed  a special  Teachers'  Dinner,  where  we  could 
"talk  shop"  and  swap  tales  from  the  classroom 
without  feeling  that  others  were  being  bored! 

A number  of  exciting  activities  are  going  on  in  the 
various  churches.  The  Eugene  Friends  Church  last 
Christmas  started  a project  of  Shoe  Boxes  for 
Honduras.  They  involved  the  TV  station,  schools 
and  others  in  encouraging  children  to  fill  shoe  boxes 
with  small  items  for  a child,  and  wrap  the  boxes  as 
Christmas  gifts.  Using  a law  that  states  that  military 
transport  not  active  may  be  used  for  humanitarian 
purposes,  they  were  able  to  use  the  Air  National 
Guard  to  transport  the  boxes  to  Honduras,  where  they 
were  distributed  through  the  Friends  Mission  there. 
This  year  they  hope  to  expand  the  project  throughout 
the  state  of  Oregon,  distributing  some  of  the  boxes  to 
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needy  people  in  Oregon. 

I was  very  warmly  welcomed  at  Northwest  Yearly 
Meeting  and  look  forward  to  participating  in  a 
consultation  in  Portland  in  November  of  representa- 
tives from  five  western  Yearly  Meetings  about  the 
possibility  of  a western  gathering.  I feel  that  we  have 
much  to  share,  both  ways,  with  those  "other  Quakers." 

I also  attended  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  in 
Tacoma,  Washington,  where  I presented  our  interest 
in  a western  gathering  to  their  Steering  Committee. 

It  was  nice  to  see  old  friends  and  make  new  ones. 

That  Yearly  Meeting  was  reported  at  length  in  the 
October  1989  issue  of  Friends  Bulletin . 

Mary’s  Grove 

by  Susan  Hughes , Chico  Meeting 

Mary’s  Grove  lies  in  Bidwell  Park  near  the  rippling 
waters  of  Chico  Creek.  Tall  sycamores  form  a high 
canopy  over  a thicket  of  smaller  bushes.  Vines  swing 
and  trellis  from  tree  to  tree.  The  creek  meanders  by 
with  stepping  stones  damming  up  a pebble-strewn 
pool  suitable  for  wading  and  skipping  rocks. 

Mary  Bill  was  a parent  of  Miko  and  Joey.  She 
aided  in  my  classroom  as  usual  one  Thursday  but  was 
unwell.  “Let  me  sit  as  I help  today,”  she  requested,  “I 
haven’t  been  able  to  shake  this  flu  for  a month.”  On 
Friday  she  went  to  the  doctor  for  tests.  I was  stunned 
to  hear  the  results:  Mary  had  pancreatic  cancer.  She 
had  two  to  six  months  to  live. 

The  following  Wednesday,  Quakers  met  in  my 
house  for  our  monthly  environmental  meeting. 
Everyone  was  excited  and  inspired  after  our  Friends  in 
Unity  with  Nature  Conference  at  Ben  Lomond.  “We 
need  to  do  something,  not  just  talk,”  exclaimed  Mark 
Koenig.  “Let’s  be  tree  planters.” 

“I  have  some  native  tree  seedlings  that  I’ve  started, 
all  ready  to  plant,”  replied  Scott  Murphy. 

At  that  moment  the  phone  rang  with  the  news  of 
Mary.  She  had  received  the  results  of  her  biopsy. 

The  cancer  was  through  her  liver;  she  would  not  have 
long  to  live. 

“Let’s  plant  our  trees  for  Mary,”  suggested  Mark. 
“We’ll  find  a beautiful  spot  and  call  it  Mary’s  Grove.” 

Mary  was  a gentle  and  kind  woman.  Many  friends 


surrounded  her  at  this  time,  helping  her  and  her 
family  with  meals  and  childcare,  giving  her  massages, 
reading  the  Bible,  and  brushing  her  black  hair.  We  all 
held  Mary  in  the  light  and  prayed  for  a miracle.  Mary 
shone  out  love  and  courage.  She  was  positive  and 
gave  of  herself.  She  turned  no  one  away  because  of 
her  exhaustion.  “I  want  to  be  open  to  everything,” 
she  said.  She  grew  in  spiritual  awareness.  She  wanted 
to  sing  and  to  show  her  paintings. 

On  the  day  of  the  tree  planting  fifty  adults  and 
children  arrived  at  Mary’s  Grove  to  greet  her.  She 
arrived,  smiling,  with  her  family.  She  sat  in  our  circle 
wrapped  in  blankets  and  sang  with  us.  “Amazing 
Grace,”  “Somos  el  Barco,”  and  her  favorite  “Here 
Comes  the  Sun”  rang  through  the  dappled  glen. 

We  planted  ten  box  elder  trees  and  Mary  planted  a 
redbud.  We  invented  songs  for  the  trees  to  help  them 
grow.  We  hauled  water  from  the  creek  to  nourish 
their  roots.  We  shared  and  we  hugged  and  we  sang 
and  we  skipped  rocks.  Mary  told  us  her  spirit  would 
always  be  in  Mary’s  Grove.  She  sobbed  as  she  shared 
how  grateful  she  and  her  family  were  for  the  love  and 
care  they  had  been  given.  We  sang,  “I  Can’t  Keep 
From  Singing.” 

Mary  died  two  and  a half  weeks  later.  Her  courage 
and  gentleness  remained  till  the  end.  Her  last  words 
before  going  into  a coma  were,  “We’re  all  in  this 
together.”  Then,  “Sisterhood  . . . brotherhood.”  Her 
husband  added,  “Familyhood.” 

We  met  at  Mary’s  Grove  for  her  memorial.  The 
trees  are  growing  strong.  Many  people  visit  and  water 
them.  No  litter  is  allowed  to  fall.  As  we  shared  and 
sang  and  wept  together  near  the  creek,  we  could  sense 
the  presence  of  that 
joyous,  open  woman 
who  touched  so 
many  hearts.  We 
feel  blessed  at  being 
allowed  to  give  to 
her  for  those  five 
final  weeks. 


Wild  Iris  with 
Unknown  Pink 
Flower  by  Mary  Lou 
Qoertzen 
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Memorial  Minutes 

Tom  Murray  Layfield 

Bom  January  16,  1945 
Died  M ay  5,  1989 

Tom  was  bom  in  South  Gate,  California,  but  soon 
moved  to  Alhambra  and  then  to  Stockton  where  he 
graduated  from  Junior  and  Senior  High  School.  He 
attended  the  University  of  California,  Irvine,  where 
he  graduated  with  a degree  in  Economics. 

While  in  college  in  1966,  without  any  previous 
contacts  with  peace  churches  or  pacifists,  Tom 
decided  to  request  the  status  of  a conscientious 
objector.  He  did  alternative  service  as  a CO  during 
1967-69  when  he  worked  at  Fairview  State  Hospital 
as  a psychiatric  technician  and  development  special- 
ist. 

Tom  and  Becky  Hall  were  married  in  1966  and  in 
the  spring  of  1969,  when  Mary  was  two  years  old, 
they  began  attending  Orange  County  Friends 
Meeting,  son  Hank  joining  the  family  in  1970.  In 
1974,  at  the  age  of  29,  Tom  entered  medical  school  in 
Guadalajara,  Mexico  and  after  three  years  transferred 
to  the  Medical  College  of  Pennsylvania  in  Philadel- 
phia and  graduated  in  1979.  While  in  Pennsylvania 
the  family  attended  German  Town  Friends  Meeting. 
They  returned  to  Orange  County  where  Tom 
completed  his  residency  and  training  at  U.C.,  Irvine, 
in  1982. 

Tom  became  ill  in  the  Fall  of  1983  with  Hodgkins 
disease  from  which  he  seemingly  recovered  only  to  be 
diagnosed  a few  years  later  as  having  recurring 
Hodgkins  and  leukemia. 

At  his  memorial  meeting  held  Sunday,  May  7, 
1989,  about  30  people  spoke,  many  sharing  memories 
of  Tom,  both  serious  and  humorous,  and  many  spoke 
of  the  influence  he  had  had  on  their  lives  — his 
courage  and  patience  in  the  face  of  disease,  his 
compassion  for  others,  his  life  as  a model  for  others, 
his  competence  as  a physician,  his  love  for  his  family, 
his  sense  of  humor  and  the  openness  and  directness  of 
his  character. 

He  served  on  many  committees  for  Orange  County 
Friends  Meeting  and  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  including 
First  Day  School,  Hospitality,  Ministry  and  Oversight, 
Peace  and  Social  Concerns,  Sites  Committee  for 


PYM.  He  also  served  one  year  as  Clerk,  and  ex  officio 
member  of  the  Arrangements  Committee. 

Tom  was  a quiet  intelligent  man  with  a special  gift 
of  humor  who  exemplified  great  mental  and  moral 
strength  and  courage,  and  was  always  an  inspiration  to 
his  family,  friends  and  colleagues,  and  especially 
during  his  five  years  of  illness.  He  was  a conscientious 
and  loving  parent  and  husband,  and  in  spite  of  the 
many  hours  of  working  and  going  to  school,  the  family 
never  felt  neglected  because  he  always  found  time  to 
be  there  for  his  balance  of  work  and  care. 

From  his  wife  Becky  . . . “All  of  us  have  been 
strengthened  by  Tom.  He  was  not  afraid  to  die  and 
we  were  able  to  face  that  possibility  openly  and 
frankly,  and  to  plan  together  for  it  and  for  the  future 
of  our  family.  At  the  same  time,  he  was  able  to  fight 
so  hard  and  so  long  without  despair  and  to  know  how 
much  we  loved  and  needed  him.  With  William  Penn 
we  truly  are  able  to  feel  that  They  that  love  beyond 
the  World  cannot  be  separated  by  it.  Death  cannot 
kill  what  never  dies.  Nor  can  spirits  ever  be  divided 
that  love  and  live  in  the  same  Divine  Principle  . . . 
They  live  in  one  another  still." 

Mildred  McMullin  McAlister 

Mildred  McMullin  McAlister  died  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  on  May  7,  1989,  and  a memorial  meeting 
was  held  on  May  1 1 in  Salt  Lake  City.  Milly  was  bom 
August  30,  1909,  in  Salt  Lake  City,  the  grandchild  of 
early  pioneer  missionaries.  She  attended  the 
University  of  Utah  and  married  Ward  McAlister  in 
1929.  Events  of  World  War  II  prompted  her  interest 
in  Quakerism,  and  she  affiliated  with  the  Wider 
Quaker  Fellowship.  She  was  a member  of  the  Salt 
Lake  Monthly  Meeting  in  the  1960’s,  and,  when  it 
was  laid  down,  Palo  Alto  Friends  welcomed  her.  She 
was  a regular  attender  at  Intermountain  and  Pacific 
Yearly  Meetings,  urging  many  newcomers  to  the  Salt 
Lake  Worship  Group  in  the  1970’s  to  overcome  Salt 
Lake’s  geographical  isolation  by  joining  Yearly 
Meeting  activities.  The  reorganization  meeting  of 
Salt  Lake  Friends  to  again  become  a monthly  meeting 
was  held  in  Milly ’s  backyard  in  1978. 

Milly’s  life  reflected  her  moral  and  religious  values. 
With  zest  and  humor,  she  reached  out  to  those  around 
her.  Though  she  lived  all  her  life  within  two  miles  of 
the  house  in  which  she  was  born,  she  saw  the  world  as 
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her  community  and  dedicated  her  life  to  serving  her 
community  and  family.  Through  public  speaking  she 
shared  her  beliefs  on  peace,  social  injustice,  and 
religious  ideals.  She  worked  tirelessly  for  the 
abolition  of  capital  punishment.  She  traveled 
extensively,  and  entertained  travellers  from  all  over 
the  world.  For  many  years  she  hosted  Wider  Quaker 
Fellowship  potlucks  and  discussion  groups.  She 
organized  education  seminars  on  current  events  and 
operated  the  UNICEF  bookstore  each  Christmas 
season  for  many  years. 

Not  only  was  Milly  a founding  member  of  Salt 
Lake  Monthly  Meeting  on  two  separate  occasions,  she 
also  kept  Quakerism  alive  in  Salt  Lake  during  the 
years  when  there  were  not  enough  Friends  to  form  a 
monthly  meeting.  She  was  both  amazed  and 
delighted  at  the  recent  growth  of  Salt  Lake  Monthly 
Meeting  and  supported  all  its  activities  even  when  no 
longer  able  to  labor  actively  for  the  social  principles 
which  were  such  an  important  part  of  her  life. 

Milly  was  preceded  in  death  by  her  husband,  one 
son,  and  her  stepdaughter.  Survivors  include  three 
children,  twelve  grandchildren,  nine  great-grandchil- 
dren, and  two  sisters. 

Maia  Frantz 

Maia  Frantz  died  May  31,  1989,  of  cancer,  in  the 
loving  presence  of  her  parents. 

Maia  was  born  Janury  25,  1954  in  Delta,  Colorado. 
At  age  14  she  accompanied  her  parents  to  Afghani- 
stan where  they  served  as  Peace  Corps  volunteers. 
After  returning  to  the  United  States,  she  attended 
Goddard  College  in  Vermont  and  the  University  of 
Wisconsin,  where  she  commuted  on  a bicycle  (a  20 
mile  roundtrip)  from  the  treehouse  she  built  on  the 
property  of  friends.  In  1975  she  “settled”  in  Colorado, 
still  searching  for  a right  livelihood.  She  worked  as  a 
physician’s  assistant  and  a landscaper  before  receiving 
her  bachelor’s  degree  in  music  performance  and  voice 
from  the  University  of  Colorado.  She  was  awarded  a 
scholarship  to  Regensburg  College  in  West  Germany, 
which  she  attended  in  1981.  In  February  1983  she 
became  a member  of  Boulder  Meeting.  In  1984  she 
received  her  master’s  degree  in  music  from  the 
University  of  Colorado  and  became  a choir  director 
for  Jefferson  Unitarian  Church  in  Golden,  Colorado. 

Maia  was  married  to  Robin  Soper  1984,  a marriage 


which  ended  a few  years  later.  Jonathan  Paul  Soper 
was  born  in  1985.  Maia  was  a devoted  mother,  a joy 
to  watch  with  her  son,  to  whom  she  communicated 
her  love  for  independence,  discovery  and  celebration. 
Maia  was  a gentle  and  dedicated  childcare  provider, 
an  employment  she  chose  because  it  could  provide  a 
frugal  living  for  herself,  while  allowing  her  to  spend  as 
much  time  as  possible  with  her  son. 

When  Maia  completed  a “skills  bank”  card  for 
Boulder  Meeting,  she  put  down  her  occupation  as 
“Renaissance  Woman  in  Training.”  Her  interests 
indeed  were  many  and  varied  and  she  participated  in 
them  each  wholeheartedly.  Her  love  of  music  and  the 
outdoors  permeated  her  life.  Maia  was  dedicated  to 
livng  a simple  life  and  her  “hobbies”  of  gardening, 
canning,  recycling,  walking  and  bicycling  all  reflected 
her  desire  to  limit  any  negative  impact  that  suburban 
living  might  have  on  the  environment. 

Maia  was  a very  active  member  of  the  Boulder 
Meeting,  serving  on  the  nominating  committee,  the 
library  committee  and  the  environmental  concerns 
committee,  as  well  as  working  with  the  children.  She 
started  a mothers’  support  group  and  a Quaker  choir, 
was  a member  of  an  extended  family  in  the  Meeting 
and  an  active  participant  of  the  first  Quaker  Studies 
Program.  Her  deep  insights,  her  wonderful  smile  and 
sparkling  eyes  will  be  deeply  missed  in  the  life  of  the 
Meeting. 

Maia  found  solace  in  group  support,  especially 
those  with  a twelve  step  orientation.  She  was 
dedicated  to  examining  and  improving  her  life,  trying 
to  understand,  forgive  and  move  beyond  any  per- 
ceived limitations.  Maia  closed  each  of  her  choir 
practice  sessions  with  the  following  affirmation: 

“From  you  I receive,  to  you  I give,  by  this  we  are  fed, 
by  this  we  live.” 

She  is  survived  by  her  son,  Jonathan  Paul  Soper, 
her  parents  John  and  Mary  Frantz  of  Monroe, 
Wisconsin,  three  sisters,  Barbara  Brown,  Caroline 
Meister,  and  Winifred  Hoffman,  seven  nephews  and 
one  neice.  A memorial  meeting  was  held  June  2nd  at 
the  Boulder  Meeting  and  on  June  4th  at  the  Jefferson 
Unitarian  Church  in  Golden. 

Kate  L,  D.  Kortschak 

A Memorial  Meeting  for  Kate  Leilani  Duker 

(Continued  on  page  62 ) 
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(Kortschak  Memorial:  continued  from  page  61) 

Kortschak,  who  died  on  July  5,  1989,  was  held  at  the 
Honolulu  Friends  Meeting  House  on  July  15th.  Kate 
was  born  September  4,  1911  in  Kilauea,  Kauai.  She  is 
survived  by  three  daughters,  Peggy  Broderick,  Beppie 
Shapiro,  Betsy  Uohara,  and  by  a brother,  Fred  Duker 
of  Michigan.  Kate  is  remembered  for  her  many 
contributions  to  her  community.  She  was  active  with 
the  League  of  Women  Voters  and  the  Girl  Scouts. 

She  was  primarily  responsible  for  the  founding  of  a 
private  school  for  underachievers.  Kate  and  her 
husband  Hugo  opened  their  home  to  many  foster 
children  and  to  the  homeless.  She  was  an  involved 
and  respected  member  of  Honolulu  Monthly  Meeting 
of  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends. 

Olivia  W.  Davis 

Olivia  W.  Davis,  95,  died  on  September  23,  1989, 
in  San  Diego,  California.  Her  caring  ways  and 
positive  outlook  were  never  diminished.  In  the 
1930’s,  when  her  children  were  young,  Olivia  was 
active  in  the  Berkeley  Meeting  and  participated  in  the 
formation  of  the  Pacific  Coast  Association  of  Friends 
in  1933.  Her  family  moved  to  San  Diego  in  1938. 

She  was  a social  worker,  with  degrees  from  the 
University  of  Michigan  and  the  University  of 
California  at  Berkeley.  She  worked  with  San  Diego 
County  Welfare  Department  and  was  in  charge  of 
Family  Services,  and  with  the  Children’s  Home 
Society.  In  1953  she  was  a founding  member  of  La 
Jolla  Meeting,  the  first  in  the  San  Diego  area.  For  a 
number  of  years  she  was  clerk  of  the  Meeting.  Olivia 
nurtured  adults,  but  she  had  a special  kinship  with  the 
children.  Her  conduct  of  family  hour  — at  the  piano 
and  as  moderator  of  enthusiastic  youthful  revelations 
— is  a regular  object  of  joyful  reminiscences  when 
members  of  her  Meeting  family  get  together.  Her 
unique  way  of  giving  support  allowed  “that  of  God”  to 
grow  in  the  warmth  of  her  love.  It  made  people  feel 
good  about  themselves.  Her  spirit  among  us  is  a 
dependable  resource. 

Olivia  is  survived  by  three  daughters,  Dorothy 
Haupt,  Barbara  Zook,  and  Mary  Fox,  as  well  as  15 
grandchildren  and  24  great  grandchildren.  Two  sons, 
Robert  and  Charles,  are  deceased. 


Vital  Statistics 

Deaths 

❖ Qordon  Daniells,  member  of  Honolulu  Meeting 
and  attender  of  the  Maui  Worship  Group,  died  at 
Kaiser-Moanaloa  Medical  Center  on  September  4, 
1989.  A Memorial  Meeting  was  planned  to  be  held  on 
Maui. 

♦>  Olivia  Davis , 95,  founding  member  of  La  Jolla 
Meeting,  died  September  23,  1989  at  St.  Paul’s  Health 
Care  Center.  A Memorial  Meeting  was  held  at  La 
Jolla  Meeting  House  on  October  7. 

❖ Ellis  Jump , member  of  Multnomah  Meeting,  died 
September  18,  1989  at  University  Hospital  in 
Portland.  A Memorial  Meeting  was  held  at 
Multnomah  Meeting  House  on  October  22. 

❖ Mildred  Kane , member  of  Salem  Meeting,  died 
suddenly  in  Monmouth,  OR,  on  September  15,  1989. 
A Memorial  was  held  for  her  in  Monmouth  on  Sep- 
tember 20. 

❖ Kate  Leilani  Duker  Kortschak , member  of 
Honolulu  Meeting,  died  July  5,  1989.  A Memorial 
Meeting  was  held  at  Honolulu  Friends  Meeting  House 
on  July  15. 

❖ Tom  Murray  Layfield , member  of  Orange  County 
Meeting,  died  following  a long  illness  on  May  5,  1989. 
A Memorial  Meeting  was  held  May  7. 

❖ Mildred  McAlister,  founding  member  of  Salt  Lake 
Monthly  Meeting,  died  in  Salt  Lake  City  on  May  7, 
1989.  A Memorial  Meeting  was  held  on  May  1 1. 

❖ Virginia  Repenning,  member  of  San  Jose  Meeting, 
died  August  20,  1989.  A Memorial  Meeting  was  held 
at  San  Jose  Meeting  House  on  September  30. 

❖ Esther  Richards,  member  of  Multnomah  Meeting 
and  former  editor  of  Friends  Bulletin,  died  at  Medford 
Leas  in  New  Jersey  on  July  25,  1989.  A Memorial 
Meeting  was  held  October  14  at  Multnomah  Meeting 
House. 

❖ Louise  Wilson,  member  of  Palo  Alto  Meeting,  died 
on  September  19,  1989  . A Memorial  Meeting  was 
held  on  October  1 at  Palo  Alto  Meeting  House. 

❖ Hoivard  B . Wolcott,  member  of  Palo  Alto 
Meeting,  died  Ausgust  12,  1989.  A Memorial  Meeting 
was  held  at  Palo  Alto  Meeting  House  on  August  29. 
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Announcements 

The  Human  Experience:  Update 

The  Soviet- American  joint  book  project  is 
continuing  under  the  auspices  of  Norman  Cousins 
and  West  Coast  Friends.  Anyone  interested  in 
supporting  this  project  should  contact  Anthony 
Manousos,  2076  W.  230th  Street,  Torrance,  CA 
90501.  (213)  326-4697.  Copies  of  The  Human 
Experience  can  be  ordered  directly  from  him  for  $22.00 
each,  including  postage  and  handling. 

Deadline  for  Inclusion  in  the  Directory 
of  Travelling  Friends 

Friends  are  reminded  to  write  Friends  General 
Conference,  Carolyn  Terrell,  Coordinator  of  the 
Directory  for  Travelling  Friends,  asking  for  an  applica- 
tion form  by  December  15,  1989  if  they  wish  to  be 
included  as  hosts  for  travelling  Friends  in  the  1990 
Directory.  Clerks  of  Meetings  have  also  been  sent 
these  forms,  so  inquire  of  your  clerk  before  you  write 
FGC  and  you’ll  save  time  and  postage. 

«£♦  ***  «$►  «£♦ 

Friends  and  the  Quake 

Many  inquiries  of  concern  and  offers  of  assistance 
have  come  to  my  desk  from  Friends  in  this  country 
and  abroad  following  our  major  earthquake  in 
Northern  California  on  October  17. 

We  are  grateful  for  these  expressions  of  caring  and 
thankful  to  report  that  all  Friends  survived,  some  with 
minor  damage  to  property.  There  was  one  report, 
however,  that  a Friend  from  Santa  Cruz  Meeting  lost 
a home  in  the  Watsonville  area. 

Ben  Lomond  Quaker  Center,  in  the  Santa  Cruz 
mountains  near  the  epicenter,  sustained  only  minor 
damage  and  was  able  to  provide  shelter  for  some 
homeless  neighbors.  Their  programs  are  uninter- 
rupted. 

Friends  Center  in  San  Francisco  which  is  both 
Meetinghouse  for  San  Francisco  Friends  and  head- 
quarters for  the  Northern  California  regional  office  of 
AFSC  is  undergoing  repairs  of  its  partially  demolished 
brick  chimneys.  The  structure  of  Friends  Center  has 
been  examined  and  declared  sound.  There  is, 


however,  extensive  interior  plaster  damage.  Until 
exterior  repairs  are  completed,  Friends  are  meeting  at 
Stonestown  YMCA. 

San  Francisco  Meeting  has  not  yet  been  able  to 
assess  the  total  cost  of  repairs.  If  there  is  need  for 
financial  assistance,  the  Meeting  will  inform  Friends. 

***  ♦♦♦  «£♦ 

Advertisements 

All  ads  submitted  must  be  consistent  with  the  beliefs  and  testimonies  of 
Friends.  $.40  per  word.  Minimum  charge  $8.00.  Add  10%  if  boxed.  ALL 
ADS  MUST  BE  PREPAID,  payment  accompanying  copy.  Graphic 
services  available  through  Friends  Bulletin.  Write  for  an  estimate.  Send 
for  information  sheet  with  prices  for  display  ads  and  mechanical 
requirements.  Copy  deadline:  45  days  prior  to  publication.  Publishing  of 
advertisements  does  not  imply  endorsement  by  Friends  Bulletin. 


PLANNING  AND  ARCHITECTURAL  SERVICES 

TOWN  PLANNING 

SITE  ANALYSIS 

ENERGY  EFFICIENT  DESIGN 

NON-TOXIC  BUILDING  MATERIALS 

ARCHITECT  PAUL  HARRIS 

P.O.  BOX  5243,  SANTA  ROSA,  CA  95402  (707)  546-0432 


BY  THE  AUTHOR  OF  THE  NAYLER  SONNETS 

Kenneth  Boulding  has  published  a little  volume 
entitled  Sonnets  on  Courtship,  Marriage,  and  Fam- 
ily (pamphlet,  32pp.,  69  sonnets).  Send  $3.50 
(including  $1.00  for  postage/handling)  to:  Peace- 
able Kingdom  Press,  P.O.  Box  5337,  Bloomington, 
IN  47407-5337. 

CASSETTE  TAPE 

The  Things  You  Need  by  Susan  Hubbard.  New 
cassette  tape  of  original  Quaker  songs  is  inspiring 
and  moving;  makes  excellent  Christmas  gift.  Send 
$1 1 and  where  you  wish  the  tape  mailed,  to:  Susan 
Hubbard,  Late  Bloomer  Music,  P.O.  Box  18042, 
Boulder,  CO  80306-8042 


NEED  A DESKTOP  PUBLISHER? 

The  Friends  Bulletin  desktop  publisher  is  avail- 
able to  typeset  your  pamphlet,  newsletter,  manu- 
script, etc.  We  work  with  you  and  your  budget. 
Graphic  design,  scanning  and  modem  services 
available.  Write  or  call  us  at  Phoenix  Type  & 
Design,  1803  Prairie  Star  Ln.f  Round  Rock,  TX 
78664.  (512)  244-3187. 
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Being  Orderly  Come  Together 

A day  for  praise, 

the  motions  of  meeting  and  parting 

perfect  in  rhythm,  each  pattern 

specific  to  the  dance, 

one  figure  leading  to  the  next 

in  particular  gravity: 

the  steady  sound  of  a hammer, 

water  falling  in  drops 

the  earth  takes  in, 

cut  flowers  for  the  neighbors, 

enough  time  for  necessary  errands, 

the  right  words  in  place. 

After  long  absence 
the  Maker  of  the  world 
seems  not  too  far  away. 

Even  loss  and  death  begin 
to  look  like  gifts, 
this  life  without  asking, 
with  no  need  to  know. 

yean/ie  Lohmann 
San  Francisco  Meeting 


Lupine,  Clover  and 
Daisy  by 

M ary  Lou  Qoertzen 
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